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ancients" became a passion with many, and students were
drawn from the dominant interest of law and dialectic.
This imitation led to the study of the classics and from that
to an attempt at reproduction, especially through epistolary
efforts, that in the case of the leading humanists produced
a real literature; for this imitation was not only an attempt
to master the style of the ancients, but also to assimilate the
content of their writings and their dominant ideas and their
conduct of life. Of these teachers probably Barzizza (1370-
1431) was the most noted, and when the scholarship became
critical Lorenzo Valla (1407-1457) the most learned. The
introduction of the knowledge of Greek through the Byzan-
tine Greeks and especially the work of Chrysoloras has been
mentioned. Boccaccio was probably the first Italian who got
hold of any conception of the classical Greek. During the
fifteenth century the teaching of Greek either in the univer
sities or in the schools under the patronage of local lords, 01
under wholly private auspices, became quite common through-
out Italy; through students from the North this new learning
was carried into all those countries. By the sixteenth century
the classical study in these universities had degenerated into
that narrow Ciceronianism previously noted.
As the new learning had spread through Italy chiefly
through the wandering scholars and teachers, so it passed
to the universities of the North during the latter half of the
fifteenth century. The University of Paris, where the Hier-
onymians had gained a stronghold and favored the new
learning, was the storm center. Greek was taught here as
early as 1458. The political connection between France and
Italy was especially close after 1494; this aided the develop-
ment in intellectual sympathy, already strong because of
the basal Latin character. During the sixteenth century
French scholars and printers were the leaders of the move-
ment both within and without the universities
After 1460 the German universities of Heidelberg, Erfurt;